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CAMP FOUNDATION

The Promise of Summer

Thank you for taking the time to consider helping Wildflower Camp Foundation (WCF)
celebrate its fifth year. We hope you can join us and former CBS Boston Sportscaster,
Bob Lobel, to launch “The Promise of Summer” fundraiser on Saturday, September 26,
2009 at Fenway Park.

Wildflower is a nonprofit organization founded in 2004 by Cyndi Jones and her family.
Cyndi became a widow at the age of 40 and found herself unable to send her three
children to summer camp, a respite she knew would help her children after the death of
their father. Through the generosity of several camp directors, Cyndi’s children were able
to attend summer camp. With the help of family and friends, Cyndi has created a way for
other families to receive the same opportunity.

With private donations and grant money, the Foundation now sends children of all socio-
economic backgrounds in the Greater Boston area to camps of their choice. All the
candidates are children of bereaved families with single parents who cannot afford
summer camp fees and tuition. A large percentage of the contributions go directly toward
camp scholarships offering donors a chance to become instrumental to a powerful healing
process for entire families, directly changing the lives of children, and ultimately securing
the future of the Foundation. In fact, the Foundation’s work has been recognized by the
American Camping Association of New England with the Community Honor Award
given on March 29, 2008.

Our plan for the “The Promise of Summer” event is to identify multiple sponsors, which
we hope will include you. Enclosed are the specifics for your review which may also be
found on WCF’s website at www.wildflowercampfoundation.org.

We have a range of sponsorship options for your consideration. There are four levels,
starting at $1000 for our Friends Network which provides a direct donation for
scholarships. The other levels provide scholarship donations, plus many other benefits,
including tickets to a Red Sox Game. We hope you will find the sponsorship that is most
appropriate for you. Please know that we would be happy to customize a special
sponsored package for your particular situation. (see attached sponsorship information)

Again, thank you for considering the good work of the Wildflower Camp Foundation.
We look forward to further discussion. For further information contact Cyndi Jones at
781-861-1413 or Marilyn Greenstein at 617-571-3061.

Wildflower Camp Foundation, Inc.
P.O. Box 8116, Wellesley Hills, MA 02481 Phone: 781-235-5301 Fax: 781-235-4894
info @wildflowercampfoundation.org www.wildflowercampfoundation.org
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The Promise of Summer
Making a Difference

The summer is one of the most difficult times for bereaved families. These single
parents want to provide a safe and enriching environment for their children but are often
challenged by finances and logistics.

“I am so grateful for what Wildflower does. There are so many things that have changed
for my children since they lost their dad, but the promise of summer is one I cannot easily
take from them.” -WCF mother of three

Research by bereavement and camp professionals has revealed that early intervention can
have a significant impact in helping families minimize the damage that the trauma of
losing a parent can cause. Camp can be very important for a child during a time of loss.

“Current bereavement theory stresses the importance of both addressing the loss and all
of the feelings, thoughts, and changes around that, and also of moving forward. Doing
something fun and carefree, like going to camp, is really a part of that restoration
process. A child is able to become a different person for a time, while still moving
forward in life and not being stuck in sadness or anger over the loss.”
- Donna Sharff, Program Director for the Children's Room in Arlington, MA

By granting summer camp scholarships the Wildflower Camp Foundation has become
key in a powerful healing process. This process offers a much needed respite for the
entire family, positive role models, and a place to "feel normal" without the constant
reminder of loss. Children begin to rebuild their lives based on new learning, increased
self-esteem and the creation of new memories. Through a supportive camp environment
they rekindle their spirit, creativity, and talents. They become part of an adventure that
lasts not just for two weeks, but forever.

“After working with Wildflower as a Camp Director, I have a much better appreciation
of what camp means to grieving children, and it actually allows me to seek out
opportunities to more deliberately help families who find themselves in this situation.”

- Nat Saltonstall, Director of the Summer Programs at Beaver

“The Wildflower Camp Foundation is dedicated to what a camp experience can do for a
child and is unique because it focuses on a population that has a real need, an immediate
need in many cases, where the experience of being at camp helps a child's life, as well as
the family as a whole. The fact that Wildflower provides the opportunity for children to
go many years in a row is fantastic. The Wildflower Camp Foundation received the
Community Honor Award in 2008 for their work within the community, their efforts to
further the camp experience, and in recognition of what the camp experience can do for a
grieving child”.
- Eric Arnold, President of the American Camp Association in New England

Wildflower Camp Foundation, Inc.
P.O. Box 8116, Wellesley Hills, MA 02481 Phone: 781-235-5301 Fax: 781-235-4894
info @wildflowercampfoundation.org www.wildflowercampfoundation.org
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The Promise of Summer
Foundation Overview

Mission Statement

The mission of the Wildflower Camp Foundation (WCF) is to provide scholarship
assistance for summer camp and enrichment programs to families in which a parent has
died. Our purpose is to re-establish the promise of summer to bereaved families in need.
It is our belief that this opportunity can provide a restorative experience both for the
children and surviving spouse in recovering from what is a difficult and challenging life
crisis.

Vision and Program Description

The intent of the Foundation is to benefit children, 18 years old and younger in the
Greater Boston area, who have experienced the death of a parent. We fund as many
families as possible within the limits of our financial capacity. There is no discrimination
based on race, gender, sexual orientation, religion, nationality, culture or socioeconomic
status.

The scholarships are intended for attendance at camp and other enrichment programs.
The amount of the scholarships ($1250 on average) is based on the cost of the program
and needs of the recipient. The availability of the scholarship assistance is publicized
through outreach efforts to camp directors, camp and trip advisors, grief counselors,
clergy, hospice organizations, mental health professionals, newspaper articles,
fundraising activities, mailings and the Foundation website. A selected group of
dedicated professionals from WCF work closely with families to evaluate their needs.

Scholarships are provided for camp or enrichment programs, which can take place at any
time of the year for day or overnight programs. The scholarship covers partial or full
tuition and/or other related expenses, including transportation, equipment or supplies.
The board conducts post-camp interviews with both the camp directors and parents to
evaluate the benefit of the camp experience to the scholarship recipient.

Our Commitment

It became evident that our commitment must be ongoing to WCF families. The healing
nature of camp is related to the strong relationships built year-to-year as well as the value
of the camp experience itself. The child’s anticipation of another year at camp can often
soften the life stresses of living with a loss of a parent. It became clear to the Board that
our mandate must be to provide long term support to participating families as long as
their need exists. We intend to include additional families each year.

Wildflower Camp Foundation, Inc.
P.O. Box 8116, Wellesley Hills, MA 02481 Phone: 781-235-5301 Fax: 781-235-4894
info @wildflowercampfoundation.org www.wildflowercampfoundation.org



History

The Beginning

Wildflower Camp Foundation (WCF) was established and initially funded through
contributions given to Cyndi Jones, founder of WCF, and Steve Birnbaum at their
wedding in June of 2004. WCF had been a dream of Cyndi’s for several years, inspired
by the experiences of her own family. Over the following year, the founding Board began
its work in developing its mission. We were inspired by convincing feedback that there
was tremendous need for our help and confirmation from bereavement professionals who
saw that our vision matches the needs of many bereaved families. During the first
summer, WCF awarded five camp scholarships to families in the Boston area.

WCF is Growing

This year Wildflower will be celebrating its fifth year of providing the promise of
summer to bereaved children. With the support of donors, WCF has been able to increase
the number of scholarships awarded each year. The Foundation has grown more than
four-fold from its inaugural 5 camperships in 2005 to 25 camperships in 2009. Our
growth has been supported through generous grants from the Bailey Family Foundation,
the Gleich Family and many personal donations. Additionally, most camps that we have
worked with have also donated significant tuition reductions or matching grants, making
it possible for WCF to extend their help to more families.

Recognition of WCF

The work of WCF has been recognized by the American Camping Association New
England with the Community Honor Award given on March 29, 2008 for outstanding
contributions to organized camping, and by the press in the Wellesley Townsman and the
Boston Globe.

Needs of the Organization

The Board of WCF is proud of what they have accomplished over their first five years.
All of what has been built has been done on a volunteer basis other than very minimal
expense for administrative support. We seek additional funds to build our capacity as an
organization by expanding the number of families that we serve, increasing
administrative services to support that growth and building our endowment to sustain our
organization into the future. We appreciate your interest in the work of Wildflower.

Wildflower Camp Foundation, Inc.
P.O. Box 8116, Wellesley Hills, MA 02481 Phone: 781-235-5301 Fax: 781-235-4894
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The Promise of Summer
Event Sponsorship

September 26, 2009 - Fenway Park

About Sponsorships

We have come a long way since Wildflower began. And we have reached a milestone,
providing over 75 scholarships as of this summer. With much more work to be done,
additional contributions will take us beyond. They will become an essential part of
Wildflower’s growth, reaching our goal of over 150 additional scholarships over the next
five years, especially with donations for The Friends Network that will always result in
directly changing children’s lives. Offering transparency that befits a trusted nonprofit
organization, donors can, if they prefer, meet with Wildflower to learn more about the
process involved and how to help grow the organization with their own family and
friends network.

Wildflower is not just about sending young folks to camp. It is much more. It is about
working closely with children of bereaved families, helping them through a traumatic
time in their lives by giving them the “promise of summer.” Studies with bereavement
professionals indicate that this kind of summer break can be instrumental in the healing
process. It also provides a much needed break for grieving single parents to fortify
themselves to meet the major challenges they face. Much of the revenue raised for the
“Promise of Summer” at Fenway Park in Boston, and in general, is applied to camp
scholarships to children of all socio-economic backgrounds - children who cannot afford
the price of camp. The remainder of the revenue will be applied toward the event and the
growth of the Wildflower Camp Foundation to work with as many children as possible.
All contributions are tax deductible.

Why Become an Event Sponsor?

e Membership in the Friends Network.
e Friends Network donations go directly to camp scholarships.
e To receive recognition in an uncluttered advertising environment
on an ongoing basis.
e To have access to real results and an awareness of the impact of your dollars.
e To witness change in a child’s life.

Wildflower Camp Foundation, Inc.
P.O. Box 8116, Wellesley Hills, MA 02481 Phone: 781-235-5301 Fax: 781-235-4894
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WCF Event Sponsorship Categories and Benefits

Single: $1000
The Friends Network
$900 toward scholarships, $100 toward the event
e Membership in The Friends Network
e Recognition: Listed in the event program, Wildflower website listing through
December 31, 2009, WCF newsletter.
e 2 tickets to the event.

Double: $2500
$1000 toward The Friends Network, $1500 toward the event and organization
expansion
e Membership in The Friends Network
e Recognition: One-eighth advertisement in the event program, signage at the event,
presence on the Wildflower website listing through December 31, 2009, WCF
newsletter, live announcement at the event, and a link to sponsor’s website via
Wildflower.
e 4 tickets to the event.

Triple: $3500
$1000 toward The Friends Network, $2500 toward the event and organization
expansion
e Membership in The Friends Network
e Recognition: Quarter-page advertisement in the event program, signage at the
event, presence on the Wildflower website listing through December 31, 2009,
WCF newsletter, live announcement at the event, in all print and electronic media
and a link to sponsor’s website via Wildflower.
e Tour of Fenway Park.
e 6 tickets to the event.
e Complimentary parking.

Home Run: $5000
$1000 toward The Friends Network, $4000 toward the event, organization
expansion and endowment
e Membership in The Friends Network
e As the most prominent sponsor, there will be full recognition at the event and in
all print and electronic media, with full page advertisement in the event program
as the presenting sponsor. Presence on the Wildflower website listing until June 1,
2010, special recognition in WCF newsletter, live announce at the event, in all
electronic and print media and a link to sponsor’s website via Wildflower.
e 2 Red Sox tickets.
e VIP private tour for your group at Fenway.
e 8 tickets to the event.
e Complimentary parking.
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