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The Promise of Summer 
 
 
Thank you for taking the time to consider helping Wildflower Camp Foundation (WCF) 
celebrate its fifth year. We hope you can join us and former CBS Boston Sportscaster, 
Bob Lobel, to launch “The Promise of Summer” fundraiser on Saturday, September 26, 
2009 at Fenway Park.  

Wildflower is a nonprofit organization founded in 2004 by Cyndi Jones and her family. 
Cyndi became a widow at the age of 40 and found herself unable to send her three 
children to summer camp, a respite she knew would help her children after the death of 
their father. Through the generosity of several camp directors, Cyndi’s children were able 
to attend summer camp. With the help of family and friends, Cyndi has created a way for 
other families to receive the same opportunity. 

With private donations and grant money, the Foundation now sends children of all socio-
economic backgrounds in the Greater Boston area to camps of their choice. All the 
candidates are children of bereaved families with single parents who cannot afford 
summer camp fees and tuition. A large percentage of the contributions go directly toward 
camp scholarships offering donors a chance to become instrumental to a powerful healing 
process for entire families, directly changing the lives of children, and ultimately securing 
the future of the Foundation. In fact, the Foundation’s work has been recognized by the 
American Camping Association of New England with the Community Honor Award 
given on March 29, 2008.  

Our plan for the “The Promise of Summer” event is to identify multiple sponsors, which 
we hope will include you. Enclosed are the specifics for your review which may also be 
found on WCF’s website at www.wildflowercampfoundation.org. 

We have a range of sponsorship options for your consideration. There are four levels, 
starting at $1000 for our Friends Network which provides a direct donation for 
scholarships. The other levels provide scholarship donations, plus many other benefits, 
including tickets to a Red Sox Game. We hope you will find the sponsorship that is most 
appropriate for you. Please know that we would be happy to customize a special 
sponsored package for your particular situation. (see attached sponsorship information) 

Again, thank you for considering the good work of the Wildflower Camp Foundation. 
We look forward to further discussion.  For further information contact Cyndi Jones at 
781-861-1413 or Marilyn Greenstein at 617-571-3061.  
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The Promise of Summer 
Making a Difference 

 
The summer is one of the most difficult times for bereaved families.   These single 
parents want to provide a safe and enriching environment for their children but are often 
challenged by finances and logistics.  
 
“I am so grateful for what Wildflower does.  There are so many things that have changed 
for my children since they lost their dad, but the promise of summer is one I cannot easily 
take from them.”  -WCF mother of three  
 
Research by bereavement and camp professionals has revealed that early intervention can 
have a significant impact in helping families minimize the damage that the trauma of 
losing a parent can cause.  Camp can be very important for a child during a time of loss. 
 
“Current bereavement theory stresses the importance of both addressing the loss and all 
of the feelings, thoughts, and changes around that, and also of moving forward.  Doing 
something fun and carefree, like going to camp, is really a part of that restoration 
process.  A child is able to become a different person for a time, while still moving 
forward in life and not being stuck in sadness or anger over the loss.” 

- Donna Sharff, Program Director for the Children's Room in Arlington, MA 
 
By granting summer camp scholarships the Wildflower Camp Foundation has become 
key in a powerful healing process. This process offers a much needed respite for the 
entire family, positive role models, and a place to "feel normal" without the constant 
reminder of loss. Children begin to rebuild their lives based on new learning, increased 
self-esteem and the creation of new memories.  Through a supportive camp environment 
they rekindle their spirit, creativity, and talents. They become part of an adventure that 
lasts not just for two weeks, but forever.   
 
 “After working with Wildflower as a Camp Director, I have a much better appreciation 
of what camp means to grieving children, and it actually allows me to seek out 
opportunities to more deliberately help families who find themselves in this situation.” 

 - Nat Saltonstall, Director of the Summer Programs at Beaver 
 
“The Wildflower Camp Foundation is  dedicated to what a camp experience can do for a 
child and is unique because it focuses on a population that has a real need, an immediate 
need in many cases, where the experience of being at camp helps a child's life, as well as 
the family as a whole. The fact that Wildflower provides the opportunity for children to 
go many years in a row is fantastic. The Wildflower Camp Foundation received the 
Community Honor Award in 2008 for their work within the community, their efforts to 
further the camp experience, and in recognition of what the camp experience can do for a 
grieving child”.  

- Eric Arnold, President of the American Camp Association in New England 
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The Promise of Summer 
Foundation Overview 

 
 

Mission Statement 
The mission of the Wildflower Camp Foundation (WCF) is to provide scholarship 
assistance for summer camp and enrichment programs to families in which a parent has 
died.  Our purpose is to re-establish the promise of summer to bereaved families in need. 
It is our belief that this opportunity can provide a restorative experience both for the 
children and surviving spouse in recovering from what is a difficult and challenging life 
crisis.   

 
Vision and Program Description  
The intent of the Foundation is to benefit children, 18 years old and younger in the 
Greater Boston area, who have experienced the death of a parent.  We fund as many 
families as possible within the limits of our financial capacity. There is no discrimination 
based on race, gender, sexual orientation, religion, nationality, culture or socioeconomic 
status. 

The scholarships are intended for attendance at camp and other enrichment programs. 
The amount of the scholarships ($1250 on average) is based on the cost of the program 
and needs of the recipient. The availability of the scholarship assistance is publicized 
through outreach efforts to camp directors, camp and trip advisors, grief counselors, 
clergy, hospice organizations, mental health professionals, newspaper articles, 
fundraising activities, mailings and the Foundation website. A selected group of 
dedicated professionals from WCF work closely with families to evaluate their needs.   

Scholarships are provided for camp or enrichment programs, which can take place at any 
time of the year for day or overnight programs. The scholarship covers partial or full 
tuition and/or other related expenses, including transportation, equipment or supplies.  
The board conducts post-camp interviews with both the camp directors and parents to 
evaluate the benefit of the camp experience to the scholarship recipient. 

 
Our Commitment 
It became evident that our commitment must be ongoing to WCF families. The healing 
nature of camp is related to the strong relationships built year-to-year as well as the value 
of the camp experience itself. The child’s anticipation of another year at camp can often 
soften the life stresses of living with a loss of a parent.  It became clear to the Board that 
our mandate must be to provide long term support to participating families as long as 
their need exists.  We intend to include additional families each year. 
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History 
 
 
The Beginning                                                                                                                                   

Wildflower Camp Foundation (WCF) was established and initially funded through 
contributions given to Cyndi Jones, founder of WCF, and Steve Birnbaum at their 
wedding in June of 2004. WCF had been a dream of Cyndi’s for several years, inspired 
by the experiences of her own family. Over the following year, the founding Board began 
its work in developing its mission. We were inspired by convincing feedback that there 
was tremendous need for our help and confirmation from bereavement professionals who 
saw that our vision matches the needs of many bereaved families.  During the first 
summer, WCF awarded five camp scholarships to families in the Boston area. 

 
WCF is Growing 

This year Wildflower will be celebrating its fifth year of providing the promise of 
summer to bereaved children. With the support of donors, WCF has been able to increase 
the number of scholarships awarded each year. The Foundation has grown more than 
four-fold from its inaugural 5 camperships in 2005 to 25 camperships in 2009. Our 
growth has been supported through generous grants from the Bailey Family Foundation, 
the Gleich Family and many personal donations.  Additionally, most camps that we have 
worked with have also donated significant tuition reductions or matching grants, making 
it possible for WCF to extend their help to more families.  

 
Recognition of WCF 

The work of WCF has been recognized by the American Camping Association New 
England with the Community Honor Award given on March 29, 2008 for outstanding 
contributions to organized camping, and by the press in the Wellesley Townsman and the 
Boston Globe.   

 
Needs of the Organization 

The Board of WCF is proud of what they have accomplished over their first five years.  
All of what has been built has been done on a volunteer basis other than very minimal 
expense for administrative support.  We seek additional funds to build our capacity as an 
organization by expanding the number of families that we serve, increasing 
administrative services to support that growth and building our endowment to sustain our 
organization into the future. We appreciate your interest in the work of Wildflower. 
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The Promise of Summer 
Event Sponsorship 

 
September 26, 2009 - Fenway Park 

 
 
About Sponsorships 
 
We have come a long way since Wildflower began. And we have reached a milestone, 
providing over 75 scholarships as of this summer.  With much more work to be done, 
additional contributions will take us beyond. They will become an essential part of 
Wildflower’s growth, reaching our goal of over 150 additional scholarships over the next 
five years, especially with donations for The Friends Network that will always result in 
directly changing children’s lives. Offering transparency that befits a trusted nonprofit 
organization, donors can, if they prefer, meet with Wildflower to learn more about the 
process involved and how to help grow the organization with their own family and 
friends network. 
 
Wildflower is not just about sending young folks to camp. It is much more. It is about 
working closely with children of bereaved families, helping them through a traumatic 
time in their lives by giving them the “promise of summer.” Studies with bereavement 
professionals indicate that this kind of summer break can be instrumental in the healing 
process. It also provides a much needed break for grieving single parents to fortify 
themselves to meet the major challenges they face.  Much of the revenue raised for the 
“Promise of Summer” at Fenway Park in Boston, and in general, is applied to camp 
scholarships to children of all socio-economic backgrounds - children who cannot afford 
the price of camp. The remainder of the revenue will be applied toward the event and the 
growth of the Wildflower Camp Foundation to work with as many children as possible. 
All contributions are tax deductible. 
 
 
Why Become an Event Sponsor? 
 

• Membership in the Friends Network. 
• Friends Network donations go directly to camp scholarships. 
• To receive recognition in an uncluttered advertising environment  

on an ongoing basis. 
• To have access to real results and an awareness of the impact of your dollars. 
• To witness change in a child’s life. 
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WCF Event Sponsorship Categories and Benefits 
 
Single:  $1000   
The Friends Network 
$900 toward scholarships, $100 toward the event 

• Membership in The Friends Network 
• Recognition:  Listed in the event program, Wildflower website listing through 

December 31, 2009, WCF newsletter. 
• 2 tickets to the event. 

 
Double:  $2500 
$1000 toward The Friends Network, $1500 toward the event and organization 
expansion 

• Membership in The Friends Network 
• Recognition: One-eighth advertisement in the event program, signage at the event, 

presence on the Wildflower website listing through December 31, 2009, WCF 
newsletter, live announcement at the event, and a link to sponsor’s website via 
Wildflower. 

• 4 tickets to the event. 
 
Triple:  $3500 
$1000 toward The Friends Network, $2500 toward the event and organization 
expansion 

• Membership in The Friends Network 
• Recognition: Quarter-page advertisement in the event program, signage at the 

event, presence on the Wildflower website listing through December 31, 2009, 
WCF newsletter, live announcement at the event, in all print and electronic media 
and a link to sponsor’s website via Wildflower. 

• Tour of Fenway Park. 
• 6 tickets to the event. 
• Complimentary parking. 

 
Home Run:  $5000 
$1000 toward The Friends Network, $4000 toward the event, organization 
expansion and endowment 

• Membership in The Friends Network 
• As the most prominent sponsor, there will be full recognition at the event and in 

all print and electronic media, with full page advertisement in the event program 
as the presenting sponsor. Presence on the Wildflower website listing until June 1, 
2010, special recognition in WCF newsletter, live announce at the event,  in all 
electronic and print media and a link to sponsor’s website via Wildflower. 

• 2 Red Sox tickets. 
• VIP private tour for your group at Fenway. 
• 8 tickets to the event. 
• Complimentary parking. 

 



w2
OI{LINE
,&.r
I !r--

'rffig$*i$$'*tu*" G lobe West 2
8
9

10

Cornmunity Briefs
Sports

Calendar
Local Jobs

6hc &iogton6lobr

Bos:roN SuNoey GLoBE Mencn 4,2OO7

PEOPLE

A foundation built on
tragedy

a camp fund for other families that have lost a parent. (BILL POLO/GLOBE STAFF)

s a psychotherapist, Cyndl rones spent
years helping clients through crises. But
no mount of erperiene easing the pain
ofothers muld prepile her forthe shock
that Sunday 18 years ago.

Her husband, Alex Ringolheim, was picking up
their dauBhlerfrom rcligious school when he suf-
fered a fatal heart attack. He w6 only 40.

NowJones is honoring his memorywith the
Wildflower Camp Foundation, which helps children
who have loit parents pay for sumer camp.

Jones recalled sitting at her dining room table in
South Naticlq sunounded by rcans oflegal docu-
ments demanding her attention. The man she have
fallen in love with in college, her husband, the father
ofherthree children was gone, and she facedraising
the children - ages 3 months, 5, and 8 - on her
om.

"The sheer logistics were monumental - finan-
cial concerns, tie emotional strain ofthe gieving
itself, and helping the kids deal witl the shain of
losing their dad," she recalled recently.

Then came the sumners, which Jones said she
found daunting every yetr

'As a working single parent, I always became
concemed when the time approached, as I knew it
would be morejugglin8 and soning out."

Jones becare particularly conemed as her son,
Matt, grew older. He didn't really need a baby sitter,
but couldn't be home on bis own.

When Matt was 10, Jones looked into ovemight
cmps. She w6 discouraged by the high prices and
lrck ofscholmship options, but a generous director
agreed to lower the fee. Matt loved the camp, return-
ing every summer for nearly a decade and eventually
becoming a counselor'.

DaughteN Jenna and Kayla also edoyed both day
snd ovemightcamps.

She nwer forgot how much cmp helped her
family, and often thought about starting a founda-
tion to help other families.

About 10 yeils after her husbmd's death, Jones

fell in love with Dr, Stm Bimbaum. The psychother-
apist and the radiolotist met through apersonal ad
posted on the bark of the Appalilhim Mountain
Clubmagazine.

After fiveyeils to8etherttley decided to get mil.
ded. As they plmned their wedding, Bimbaum had
an ideathattouchedJones to the core: in lieu ofgifts,
donatiomtothe mpfund.

The wedding three years ago marked not only the
start of the Jon*Bimbaum family, but - with
$18,000 in seedmon€y-theWildflowerCamp
Foundation.

In its first year, 2005, the foundation sent five
childrcn to camp; the s€cond snmmet eight. This
yearJonshopest doublethat.

"People wlm havent lost a spouse don't necessil-
ily understand howdiffcult it can be to getthrcugh,"
saidJones. Campmade abigdifferenceforherfm-
ily, especially as it provided positiw ftnle role models
for her son.

Q€atingthefoundation has pmved cathartic for
Jones and her children, givingthem "afeeling of
completion," she said.

It has also sewed as a way to pass on her first
husband's legary. He had enjoyed shuing his om
camp experiences with his children.

"l knowthat he would have wanted his children
to go to canp, which iswhyl worked m hard to malc
it happen," said Jons, Matt, Jenna and loyla Ringel-
heim ue all on theWldflower Camp Foundation's
boaxd ofdirectos.

Nowthat Jons has crerated alegaryfor her om
family, she i6 helping othere do so, too.

Last year she held aworkshop on legacies at
'Ibmple Beth Elohirn in Wellesleythatwas so weU
received she was asked to teeh a series eaxlier this
year.

Participants tallcd about various ways to ma-ke an
impact, including passing dou yalus by writing
ethical wills, starting a foundation, or capturing
family history on video.

This month, Jones will take part in a series, "The

Many Dimeroions of lrlaty' ftom Inspiration o
Action," sponsored by Discovering What's Next, an
orgmization dedicated to enhancing the lives of
people in midlife and beyond based at the Newton
Ftee Library.

Jones will launch the series on Mmh 15 by mod-
erating a panel that feturcs Alm Gr€enfield of Need-
hdn, founderof a Darfurrelief cmpaign;Judy
Cockerton, founder of the Tieehouse Foundation, a
multigenerational comunity in Westem Mssehu-
setts; md Doris Birmintham of Arlington, who will
talk about recording fmily history,

Jones, now 58, still runs a psychotherapy practice
as well as Imovations: Creating Nw Visions of
Retirement, a life-planning sewiee that she launched
in 2003.

"The baby boomer is facing some major life trm-
sitionsj'said Jones. "Children gpiry offto school,
moving, and new careers. Changingyour identity or
Heer at 55 or 60 is not necssilily an edy thing to
do. I want to help man the ship."

To slgn up fqr "Tlu ManU Dimznsimx of lzgoxg,"
uisit diAcootringahatsneat,un or call 6 I 7-796-
1419. furmre onthpWildfuwr Cotnp Foudatbn,
aisit

AROUilD THE TOWils: Wayland residents Prbeilta
Ga|r|m, Susn PoDe, and Mrrcte Tyre Bo*loy were
elect€d to swe threeyeax t€ms 6 corpontors of
Emerson Hospital . . . Easter Seals Massachusetts
will honor neglm Pisa ofNewton, chairwomm and
mmaging partnerof Goodwin hoctor LLP, with its
Team HoytAward for her efiorts on behalfofpeople
with disabilities. . . Candlda &ush and Patrlcia
GH, pmfessors at Babson College in Wellsley, ile
amonga groupof fivewomen receMngthe 2007
FSF-NUTEKAWard, a Swedish honor for entrepre-
neurship. Theywill receive a $50,000 $antfortheir
work on the Dima Projct, which *amines chal-
leng€s fa{€d by female entrepreneurs,

To stggAt a Peoplz itqL e-nnil lzbovi6@Blobe.cm


